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A Doll’s House
A Doll’s House is a play with three sections. It is written by Henrik Ibsen, the same author of the An Enemy of the People. It deals with the destiny of a married woman by the name Nora Helmer who lacks reasonable opportunities for self-fulfilment in a male-dominated world. The play was performed during Christmas season. Nora Helmer gets inside her well-furnished living room.  Torvalds Helmer who was Nora's husband comes out of his study when he hears her arrive. He greets her wife whom he identified as playfully and caring but then blames her for being extravagant especially when she was purchasing on Christmas gifts. They get into a conversation discussing to each other on how they should use money carefully throughout their lifetime.  But after role her husband Torvalds finds a new job in the bank whereby they see his salary will be able to guarantee their life in a very comfortable lifestyle.
 Two visitors appeared to Nora’s house, her maid Helene informs them that Nora Helmers' dear friend Dr Rank has come to visit. And at the same time, Kristine Linde, a former school friend of Nora, enters into the room. This was a great surprise to Nora. They talked to each other a lot especially about their life experiences at their marriage.  Linde explains to Nora what happened to her after the death of her beloved husband. She tells Nora that the death of her husband left her almost with nothing including money and children. On the other side, Nora narrates to Mrs Linde about her early year of marriage to Torvald Helmer. She describe how they used to be very poor and how they decided to work extra hours so that they can at least sustain the lifestyle they wanted to have. She even added a story when Torvald became sick that required her to travel to Italy so that she can save him. 
However, as the story builds it roots deeper Mrs Linde explain to Nora about her experience in life including the challenges she has undergone through that involved taking care of her sick mother though she never managed to survive and died. She also said how her brothers were indeed of her support because at that time they were too young to stand on their own. Otherwise, line still looked to be frustrated, and she hopes that Nora's husband Torvald can help her get a job somewhere. However, Nora agrees to speak to Torvald. As they proceed with their story, Nora uncovers her great secret to Mrs Linde without Torvald's consent, she explained how she illegally borrowed money that took her and Torvald to Italy, but she deceived Torvald that it was her father who gave her money. Nora had been repaying the debt for many days she has been at work, and she had hopes of making her full repayments.
After a short period  Krogstad, who was also working in the bank with Torvald Helmer enters, and he directly goes straight to Torvalds Helmer study space. The appearance of Krogstad makes Nora feel restless as if she has not seen anybody getting into the room. However, after a short time, Torvald came out of his study room and agreed to get a chance and employ Linde in the bank. After Torvald, and Mrs Linde left the room only Nora, and her children were gone, and she started playing with them until when she remembered that there was a visitor inside the room. Nora's reactions to the presence of Krogstad indicates something that must have been hidden.
In their talk with Nora, Krogstad suggests to her that her husband wants to terminate his work in the bank, but he went forward explaining to her about her poor status. Krogstad persuades Nora to convince Torvald to not to fire him and if she does not accept she will then uncover the secret information he has about the case where Nora forged her father's signature so that she can get access to the loan. He, however, continued to express a lot of threats Nora to the extent of even creating dishonour to Nora and her husband if she fails to make an effort of convincing her husband. Immediately after the departure of Krogstad, Torvald enters the room and his wife tries to challenge him not to displace Krogstad at work but he should retain him. All that she said were in vain since they seem to be falling in deaf ears because Torvald completely disagreed with his wife proposal and concluded that Krogstad's presences were nothing to him, in fact, he mentions him as an immoral man of the society.  
The second part (Act Two) of the play begins on charismas day. Nora walks into her room, but she looked to be somehow nervous. Suddenly her friend Linde also arrives, and she assisted her in enclose her clothes that she will be using in the formal dance at her neighbours homestead the next evening. In the same place, her husband Torvald gets inside the room, and Nora takes it as another chance of pleading him to keep Krogstad at work, but again Torvald rejects her plea. They argued to the extent that pushed Torvald to order the maid to access Krogstad's dismissal letter.  
 After Torvald left the space, Dr Rank arrived and speaks to Nora about his death that he predicted to happen soon. However, Nora tries to express some feelings of joy with him, and even they played and talked with teasing affection to each other. Nora seemed to have something that she wanted to ask Dr Rank, of course, I guess it was something to deal with her plea to her husband, but Dr Rank made the first approach and informed her that she is already in love with her. His statement silenced Nora entirely and she never uttered any word again.
Immediately after Dr Rank left the room, Krogstad entered carrying his rejection letter. This time around his opinions was different; he claimed to Nora emphatically that he does not only want to be employed again but to be engaged at a higher position than before. He was also holding another letter that contained detailed information about Nora's forgery and inserted it inside Torvalds letterbox.  Mrs Linde advices Nora to make an effort of confusing her husband from opening the letter as she also went to speak with Krogstad. Nora tried her best to divert the mind of her husband so that she cannot have any idea of opening the letterbox. Nora decided to start practice tarantella she will perform an evening party. Even though she was more emotional, she managed to convince Torvald not to attempt opening his mailbox until she shows at the party. Mrs Linde returns and informs her that she has left Krogstad with a written note, but he will go the next evening.
The last section (Act three) began that evening when the part was taking place, Krogstad got acquainted with Mrs Linde inside Helmers' living room.  She speaks some sweet words to Krogstad including how she wished to be with him and care for his children. Krogstad then gets overpowered by the joy to the level that he requests back the letter he placed inside Torvalds mailbox, but Mrs Linde rejected that and commented that it should be left so that the truth can be revealed between the two and finally they will stay happy. After line and Krogstad dismantled Nora and Torvald appeared. When Torvalds was still telling Nora how she looks when she is dancing, Dr Rank abruptly interrupts them. Torvald seems into his mailbox and finds two letters from Dr Rank, but Nora hurriedly explained to him what it contained and suggests that he should read the letter from Krogstad.
 Then after a while their maid Helena brings the letter, Torvald opens it and finds that Krogstad has refreshed Nora’s contract about the case of forgery. He then becomes happy and tries to consult Nora, but his harsh words annoyed Nora. Nora cemented their conversation saying how Torvald looked at her like something to be played.  The play ended when Nora finally decides to leave Torvald and made a choice that she must identify herself as an essential and independent woman. She walked out of the room while striking the door loudly.   


Explanation about the book (A Doll’s House)
The author of this play (Henrik Ibsen) uses a lot of styles and techniques when writing this play. He tried to hide a direct understanding of the play from the reader. He wanted the reader to have a critical imagination of what he intended to present in the novel. He places Nora as a protagonist in the play to show the real position of woman in society. At the beginning of the play, Nora looked less concern especially regarding how her husband understanding of her but at the end of the play she makes a great turn and decides to have her lifestyle in which she will be free.   
He also used a lot of stylistic devices that are very impressive and understandable. They include; use of irony, discussion, symbolism, metaphor and even diction. He also tried to bring out the picture of how our societies are set. He uses Torvald who seemed to be a believer who ignored his wife just because she was a woman. However, the author tried to illustrate how women are being understood in the community. For instance,   In the sunset in (Act one) starts with Nora carrying a charismas tree he hides the real meaning of the three which symbolized Nora's role in the house.
 Also, Nora secretly made her own decision and took a loan that she used to travel to Italy and also care for her husband. In a real sense, Torvald thoroughly disliked debts in the home. He even said that a house with mortgages is no longer happy at all, but Nora had already accessed it without her consent. The author used dramatic irony since Nora already knew that their home was already in debt that she is still repaying without Torvald knowledge. There are themes in the play, but the essential one is that of the lack of identifying women in a society that is dominated by male. At the end of the novel, Ibsen changes the image of the woman he uses Nora to show how they can also stand by themselves and be independent.




